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Datum , Blatl Anmelda-Nr: 

Date Cf Form 1507 Sh«M 1 Application No.: 06 022 437.5 

Data Feuille Daman* n": 



The following documents are referred to in this communication; the numbering will be ad- 
hered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1 : PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 2003, no. 05, 1 2 May 2003 (2003-05-1 2) 

-& JP 2003 019382 A (MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC CORP), 21 January 2003 

(2003-01-21) 

D2: GB-A-1 222 227 (POENSGEN) 10 February 1971 (1971-02-10) 

D3: GB-A-2 348 21 3 (NORTH JOHN HERBERT) 27 September 2000 (2000-09-27) 

D4: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 016, no. 449 (C-0986), 18 September 

1 992 (1 992-09-1 8) -& JP 04 1 58896 A (SANYO ELECTRIC CO LTD), 1 June 

1992 (1992-06-01) 
D5: GB 799 788 A (ERICH SULZMANN) 13 August 1958 (1958-08-13) 
D6: DE 44 31 654 A (MIELE & CIE) 7 March 1 996 (1 996-03-07) 
D7: GB 21286 A A.D. 1897 (JENKiNS CHARLES DUNS FORD [US]) 6 August 1898 

(1898-08-06) 

D8: EP-A-0 81 6 550 (ESSWEIN SA [FR]) 7 January 1 998 (1 998-01-07) 
D9: WO 03/01 2185 A (NORTH JOHN HERBERT [GB]) 13 February 2003 (2003-02- 
13) 

D10: GB 835 250 A (JAMES ARMSTRONG & CO LTD) 1 8 May 1 960 (1 960-05- 
18) 

D1 1 : US-A-3 71 2 089 (TOTH A) 23 January 1 973 (1 973-01 -23) 
D12: GB-A-2 1 13 722 (SENK1NGWERK GMBH KG) 10 August 1 983 (1983-08- 
10) 

D13: WO 97/1 5709 A (PEETERS TOM WALTER HELENA MAR I [BE]) 1 May 
1997(1997-05-01) 

1 . Art. 84 EPC 

1 .1 Claims 1 and 20 have been drafted as separate independent claims. However, they 
appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each other 
only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is sought 
and/or in respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject-matter. The 
aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness. Moreover, lack of clarity of the 
claims as a whole arises, since the plurality of independent claims makes it difficult, if 
not impossible, to determine the matter for which protection is sought, and places an 
undue burden on others seeking to establish the extent of the protection. 
Hence, claims and 14 not meet the requirements of Article 84 EPC in combination 
with Rule 43(2) EPC. 
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Daluim ^ Blatt Anmefde-Nr.; 

Date Cf Form 1507 Sheet 2 Application No ■ 0 6 022 437.5 

Date • Feuille Demanden* 



The applicant is requested to file an amended set of claims which complies with Art. 
84 EPC and Rule 43(2). Particular embodiments of the invention have to be drafted 
in dependent claims {see also Rule 43(3) EPC). Failure to do so, or to submit 
convincing arguments as to why the current set of claims does in fact comply with 
these provisions, will lead to refusal of the application under Article 97(2) EPC, 

1 .2 Claims 1 and 20 are not clear as the word "in 11 ("a washing method in a steam 
injection type washing machine") leaves the reader in doubt whether the protection 
sought is limited to the method per se, or whether the washing machine, too, is to be 
protected. For the sake of clarity, claims of this kind should be directed e.g. to "a 
washing method using a steam injection type washing machine" (see Guidelines C-lll 
4.15), 

1 .3 The vague and imprecise statement in the description on page 21 , last paragraph 
and p. 22 implies that the subject-matter for which protection is sought may be 
different to that defined by the claims, thereby resulting in lack of clarity of the claims 
(Article 84 EPC) when used to interpret them (see the Guidelines, C-lll, 4,4). This 
statement should therefore be amended to remove this inconsistency. 

2. Claim 1 - Art 54(1) and (2) EPC 

The document D1 3 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

"A washing method in a steam injection type washing machine (p. 1,1-6, 1. 17), 
comprising: 

a water supplying step for supplying wash water into a wash tub (p. 5, 1. 3-4); 
a steam generating step for supplying steam into the wash tub by operation of a 
steam supply unit (p. 5, 1. 26-29); and 

a circulating step for circulating wash water of the wash tub into the wash tub (p. 5, 1. 
31-34)." 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore not new (Article 54(1 ) and (2) EPC). 
Also documents D7, D8, D9 discloses substantially the same subject-matter and 
therefore, are also novelty destroying. 



3, Claim 20 - Art. 54(1) and (2) EPC 

The objection under item 2 also holds for cSaim 20 (see also item 1 .1). 



_ Rlatl Anmfllde-Nr.; ^ _ 

ST cf Form 1507 SL 3 ""SZT 06 022 437.5 



4. Dependent Claims 2-19, 21 -26 

Dependent claims 2-19, 21-26 do not appear to contain any additional features 
which, in combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the EPC with respect to novelty and inventive step, because they are 
either known from documents D1-D13 or a normal design option. 

5. To meet the requirements of Rule 42(1)(b) EPC, the document D13 should be 
identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed therein should 
be briefly discussed. 

6. Independent claims 1 and 14 are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 
43(1) EPC, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features 
known in combination from the prior art (document D13) being placed in the 
preamble (Rule 43(1 )(a) EPC) and with the remaining features being included in the 
characterising part (Rule 43(1)(b) EPC). 

7. The features of the claims should be provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses to increase the intelligibility of the claims (Rule 43(7) EPC). This applies 
to both the preamble and characterising portion (see the Guidelines, C-lll, 4.19). 

8. It is not at present apparent which part of the application could serve as a basis for a 
new, allowable claim. Should the applicant nevertheless regard some particular 
matter as patentable, an independent claim should be filed taking account of Rule 
43(1) EPC. The applicant should also indicate in the letter of reply the difference of 
the subject-matter of the new claim vis-a-vis the state of the art and the significance 
thereof. 

9. Applications EP 04000336.0, EP0400337.8, EP 04008896.5, EP 06022438.3 from 
the same applicant deal with the same subject-matter. However, several patents shall 
not be granted to the same applicant for one invention (see Guidelines C-IV 7.4). 



Bettina Spitzer. 
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